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Vision 

A chain of unique schools with an Islamic perspective providing various international 

educational programs with a holistic and comprehensive vision maintained through 

high quality standards in an interactive learning environment, whilst upholding 

morals, identity and respect for different cultures. 

Mission 

At Yusr International Schools, we are committed to delivering a comprehensive 

international education program that enables our students to be life-long learners 

through improving their knowledge, critical thinking, ethics and communication 

skills. We have established a healthy school environment that fosters values and 

consolidates Islamic culture and principles. Hence, we strive to inspire identity in our 

students whilst developing respect and global understanding. 

Our target is to produce a generation of distinguished leaders and constructive 

members of society who help to create a caring and peaceful world. We embrace 

the fact that all students learn in different ways; therefore, we can, Insha'Allah, 

provide our students with a variety of teaching and learning approaches that meet 

their individual needs and allow them to excel academically. Since learning is a 

lifelong process that requires the involvement of all stakeholders, our students and 

their parents are partners in education. 
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IB Mission 

The International Baccalaureate 

aims to develop inquiring, 

knowledgeable and caring young people 

who help to create a better and more 

peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect.  

To this end, the organization 

works with schools, governments and 

international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international 

education and rigorous assessment.  

These programmes encourage 

students across the world to become 

active, compassionate and lifelong 

learners who understand that other 

people, with their differences, can also 

be right. 

YUSR AND IB MISSION ALIGNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Yusr Mission 

At Yusr International School, we are 

committed to delivering a comprehensive 

international education program that enables 

our students to be life-long learners through 

improving their knowledge, critical thinking, 

ethics and communication skills. 

We have established a healthy school 

environment that fosters values and 

consolidates Islamic culture and principles. 

Hence, we strive to inspire identity in our 

students whilst developing respect and global 

understanding. 

Our target is to produce a generation of 

distinguished leaders and constructive 

members of society who help to create a caring 

and peaceful world. We embrace the fact that 

all students can learn in different ways; 

therefore, we can, Insha'Allah, provide our 

students with a variety of teaching and learning 

approaches that meet their individual needs 

and allow them to excel academically. Since 

learning is a lifelong process that requires the 

involvement of all stakeholders, our students 

and their parents are partners in education. 
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PYP Elements 

The IB Learner Profile 

Inquirers 

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and 

research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning, and this love of 

learning will be sustained throughout their lives.  

Knowledgeable 

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, 

they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced 

range of disciplines. 

Thinkers 
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and 

approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators 

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than 

one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly 

in collaboration with others. 

Principled 

They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for 

the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own 

actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

Open-minded 

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to 

the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are 

accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view and are willing to grow from 

the experience. 

Caring 

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They 

have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of 

others and to the environment. 

Risk-takers 

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought and have 

the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas, and strategies. They are brave and 

articulate in defending their beliefs. 

Balanced 
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve 

personal well-being for themselves and others. 

Reflective 

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to 

assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and 

personal development. 
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Transdisciplinary Themes 

Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human 

relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

Where We Are 
in Place and 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; 

homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

How We 
Express 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, 

feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we 

reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

 

How the World 
Works 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction 

between the natural world (physical and biological) and human 

societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on 

society and on the environment. 

How We 
Organize 
Ourselves 

An inquiry into the inter connectedness of human-made systems and 

communities; the structure and function or organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind 

and the environment. 

 

Sharing the 
Planet 

An inquiry into the rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share 

finite resources with other people and with other living things; 

communities and the relationships within and between them; access 

to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution. 
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Concepts 

Key 
Concepts 

Question Definition 

Form What is it like? 

The understanding that everything has a form with 

recognizable features that can be observed, identified, 

described and categorized. 

Function How does it work? 
The understanding that everything has a purpose, a 

role or way of behaving that can be investigated. 

Causation Why is it like this? 

The understanding that things do not just happen, that 

there are causal relationships at work, and that actions 

have consequences. 

Change 
How is it 

changing? 

The understanding that change is the process of 

movement from one state to another. It is universal 

and inevitable. 

Connection 

How is it 

connected to 

other things? 

The understanding that we live in a world of 

interacting systems in which the actions of any 

individual element affect others. 

Perspective 
What are the 

points of view? 

The understanding that knowledge is moderated by 

perspectives; different perspectives lead to different 

interpretations, understandings and findings; 

perspectives may be individual, group, cultural or 

disciplinary. 

Responsibili
ty 

What is our 

responsibility? 

The understanding that people make choices based on 

their understandings, and the actions they take as a 

result do make a difference. 
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Approaches to Learning 

Communicatio
n skills 

LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, WRITING VIEWING, PRESENTING, 

NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION. 

Research skills 

FORMULATING QUESTIONS, OBSERVING, PLANNING, COLLECTING 

DATA, RECORDING DATA, ORGANIZING DATA, INTERPRETING DATA, 

PRESENTING RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Social skills  

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECTING OTHERS, COOPERATING, 

RESOLVING CONFLICT, GROUP DECISION-MAKING, ADOPTING A 

VARIETY OF GROUP ROLES 

Self-
management 
skills 

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS, FINE MOTOR SKILLS, SPATIAL AWARENESS, 

ORGANIZATION, TIME MANAGEMENT, SAFETY, HEALTHY LIFESTYLE, 

CODES OF BEHAVIOR, INFORMED CHOICES 

Thinking skills 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE, COMPREHENSION, APPLICATION, 

ANALYSIS, SYNTHESIS, EVALUATION, DIALECTICAL THOUGHT, 

METACOGNITION 
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Language Development in the context of the IB 

Learner Profile  

Language Development, in the context of the IB Learner Profile, is in line with the 

IBO, the language programme not only helps students to gain an instrumental 

means of communication, it helps them develop the cognitive, emotional and 

attitudinal skills which promote a well-balanced and holistic education. We strive 

for students to develop the knowledge and the skills that will enable them to be:  

Inquirers: They use language as their prime medium of inquiry to make sense of 

the world around them.  

Thinkers: They use language precisely and skilfully in the context of higher- level 

thinking to express their thoughts and ideas clearly and succinctly. 

Communicators: They are confident users of oral and written language in a 

variety of situations.  

Risk- takers: They attempt to read, write and speak in situations where they may 

not feel totally competent. 

 Knowledgeable: They understand the internal structures of language and the 

various influences on its development. They have experience with a wide range 

of literature and acquire the vocabulary and understanding to discuss different 

literary styles.  

Principled: They are aware that language is powerful, that it can have a profound 

effect and that it must be used responsibly.  

Caring: They show responsible, caring attitudes towards the use of language and 

they value literature for the insight it gives into the feelings of others.  

Open- minded: They respect differences and similarities between languages and 

dialects. They are aware of the use of language as an expression of bias and strive 

to maintain an objective stance.  

Well- balanced: They are aware of the need for an educated person to be an 

effective communicator. They use literature for both learning and leisure.  

Reflective: They reflect upon their own levels of language development in their 

mother tongue and other languages. They consciously work at improving their 

language proficiency.  
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Skills:  

• They use their research skills to answer their inquiries and support 

language 

• They use their communication skills though working into groups. 

• They use self-management skills to be more aware of time management 

Purpose of School Language Policy 

The language policy is a working document developed by the staff and 
administration of YIS. The policy is consistent with the required principles and 
practices of the IB. This document outlines our schools’ linguistic and academic 
goals and defines the program designed to help our students attain these goals. 

This policy is intended to provide an overview and guiding principles for language 
learning at YIS which is spreading in the entire school curriculum through 
authentic contexts in a culturally rich and diverse environment. The language 
policy aspires to fulfil each aspect of the mission statement. 

Our policy is a statement of agreement—one to which the staff and the YIS 
community are asked to commit to so our school can achieve its mission.   

Language Philosophy and Beliefs 

• Language is at the heart of all types of learning in all subjects 

• Language is an essential tool to teaching and learning throughout the school and a 

connecting element across the curriculum 

• In addition to the language of instruction, it is a major belief that the mother tongue should 

be developed in order to maintain the cultural identity 

• Language is the major connecting element across the curriculum.  

• Language is used to construct meaning and deepen our understanding of the world.  

• Language is a tool for lifelong learning 

• All teachers are teachers of language. In practice this means that teachers: 

o Develop the four skills in the three languages (listening and speaking, 

writing, reading, and media literacy). 

o Model different reading and writing strategies and effective language use 

o Demonstrate how to speak and listen effectively in various situations. 

o Create a risk-free environment to foster a variety of means of 

communication. 

o Use technology in language learning. 

o Make connections between Arabic and English vocabulary. 
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o Provide project-based learning with related language activities. 

o Create bilingual notes when needed and bilingual wall displays. 

• Reading, writing, speaking and listening are all equally valued 

• Every student needs to develop a strong foundation in the language of instruction of the 

school. 

• The language of instruction at YIS is English 

• Students entering YIS with limited English will receive appropriate additional support. 

• In addition to this, students in an international school should learn the language of the host 

country and their mother tongue language, if applicable.  

• All students at YIS are encouraged and, where possible, assisted to maintain their first 

language. 

• All students at YIS will study at least three languages.  

• All students at YIS will have the opportunity to study the language of the host country – 

Arabic. 

• The teaching of language is the responsibility of all teachers. 

• Translanguaging strategies help students make meaning of content and language across 

languages. 

• Technology plays a major role in both language learning and communication  

Practices That Reflect Our Beliefs 

• Language learning at YIS will reflect the policies of the ministry of education 

and the IB. 

• All PYP Students will study English, Arabic in addition to French for Gr. 1 to 5. 

• As a school, we work to provide a wider range of resources, including a 

selection from the library. Also, we provide students with tablets and internet 

to promote research and inquiry. 

• The classroom environment is rich in print with labels, signs, explanations, and 

teacher and student writing. 

• Reading is taught using anthologies including fiction and non-fiction books. 

• Children are given plenty of experience accessing information from books, 

reference materials, and multi-media resources with the goal of developing 

independent learners. 

• Children write for authentic purposes. 

• Students are given the experience of using a variety of media, drama, oral 

presentations, academic fairs and multimedia presentations. 
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• Resources in different languages are available and students are encouraged to 

read for pleasure in their home language and in other languages during 

sustained silent reading time. 

• Reading at home is promoted through the use of reading logs or other 

schemes. which contain an accountability component? 

• Teachers read frequently from both fiction and non-fiction books. 

• Children are engaged in subject discussions as well as social conversations as 

appropriate. 

• Children communicate their understandings and learning both in writing and 

orally. 

• Children are given the opportunity to express opinions and feelings and 

explicitly taught to use language responsibly and respectfully. 

• A variety of approaches and teaching styles are employed to cater to 

individual needs. 

Learning Goals 

In Grades K-3, the school uses the PYP Language Scope and Sequence 

documents  

Children entering school will already have had a wide range of experiences in 

literacy and we value and build upon these individual experiences using role 

play, writing areas, the out -door area and book corners to develop these skills. 

The learning goal for developing written and verbal language skills underpins all 

work in this area. By the end of grade 3, most children will be able to: 

• listen with enjoyment to stories, song, music and poems and also create their own. 

• speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control showing an awareness of the 

listener; interact with others. 

• negotiating plans and activities. 

• hold a pencil correctly and to use it effectively to form recognizable letters 

• use literacy skills readily in their play and independent learning; enjoy an increasing 

range of books. 

• read a range of familiar and common words and simple sentences. 

• independently read on sight words. 

• show an understanding of the elements of stories describing the different character. 

• sequence of events and how information can be found in non-fiction texts  
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• attempt writing for different purposes and to begin to form simple sentences, 

sometimes using punctuation 

• most of which are formed correctly and when ready, begin to join their writing 

YIS strives to make students proficient and fluent in usage of all forms of English 

language by the end of the PYP years, by: 

• promoting integrated language development 

• using language as a transdisciplinary element throughout the curriculum  

• using a literature-based approach to learning language  

• encouraging appropriate cooperative discussion in the classroom  

• encouraging reading for meaning  

• using differentiated reading engagements selected according to interest level, 

readiness, proficiency. 

• using a variety of scaffold learning practices with the teacher providing strategies for 

the student to build on his or her own learning 

• viewing writing as a process 

• teaching students to read and research using multimedia resources 

• using language for creative problem solving and information processing 

Teaching and Planning Practices 

We employ a variety of teaching styles and learning techniques to enable 

students to access to the whole curriculum, to cater for the variety of learning 

styles within each class and to ensure the progression and reinforcement of 

skills and concepts. 

Teachers will: 

• Present language through meaningful and authentic contexts  

• Use a wide variety of teaching and assessment strategies  

• Provide a balanced language programme as laid out in the PYP scope and sequence 

document  

• Structure teaching and learning situations so that students have opportunities for 

success  

• Plan in collaboration with classroom teachers and specialist teachers to maintain 

consistency  

• Provide challenges to students by giving them opportunities to reach their full 

potential  

• Acknowledge differences in developmental stages, learning styles and previous 

language experiences  
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• Encourage parental involvement  

• Publish student work  

• Use a wide variety of materials to enable every student to access the planned learning 

experience and to achieve the planned teaching and learning objectives 

• Give students the opportunity to work in a variety of ways – whole class, groups (of 

differing sizes and composition), as pairs and individually, according to their needs, 

the nature of the activity and the learning objectives 

• Build students’ confidence and self-esteem and enable them to become effective 

language users by:  

• sharing teaching and learning objectives and clarifying expected outcomes in a way 

that students can understand 

• teaching students to self-monitor  

• encouraging students to learn from and support one another, and to realise that they 

do not all have to be at the same level or arrive at the same point at the same time 

• giving positive and constructive oral and/or written feedback  

• creating an environment where all students can make progress at their own pace  

Practices for implementing reading, writing, oral 

and visual skills 

In order to promote inquiry-based language learning within the context of the 

PYP, our school recognizes the importance of incorporating the teaching and 

learning of language through the transdisciplinary programme of inquiry. The 

mastery of the essential language skills - reading, writing, listening, speaking and 

viewing - is a vital part of a student’s overall development. 

Reading practices: 

• Reading will take place in all subject areas, and students will read across 

the curriculum whenever appropriate. 

• A variety of practices will be used when planning for instruction, 

including, but not limited to, guided reading groups, differentiated 

reading instruction, word lists, graphic organizers and the use of leveled 

reading material. 

• Students will be encouraged to read for information, read for pleasure, 

read aloud expressively and also discuss, analyze, compare and contrast 

the texts they read. 
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• Students will be exposed to a variety of genres, including multicultural 

literature, poetry, plays, short stories, newspapers, magazines and 

informational texts. 

• Students will learn how to understand, interpret and respond to the 

ideas, attitudes and feelings expressed in various texts, to think critically 

about what they read and to be able to make predictions and inferences 

based on information that is both explicit and implicit in a text. 

• Teachers will promote and incorporate supplementary reading incentives 

and support programmes. 

• Vocabulary building techniques will be used across the curriculum 

whenever appropriate, e.g. word walls, word of the day, spelling 

programmes, use of idioms, metaphors, and similes. 

Oral language practices: 

• Students’ natural desire to communicate through writing will be fostered 

by giving real purpose to their writing, and by exposing them to varied, 

challenging and meaningful writing opportunities.  

• There will be consistency in promoting the writing process (planning, 

drafting, editing, proofreading, revising and publishing) throughout the 

grade levels.  

• Students will be encouraged to focus on meaning first rather than 

accuracy and to enjoy the writing process.  

• Students will be provided with opportunities to express themselves in 

writing through different genres.  

• Students will be provided with opportunities to acquire, develop and use 

language specific to relevant subject areas.  

• Constructive feedback from teachers, peers, and other adults will support 

the development of writing.  

• Teachers will model and provide instruction in the correct use of 

language conventions, including spelling, grammar, rules of punctuation 

and handwriting.  

• We will incorporate a variety of spelling strategies including spelling 

conventions and patterns, high frequency words and unit-related 

vocabulary.  
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Viewing and presenting practices:  

• Students will have the opportunity to create visual presentations, and to 

use multimedia in a variety of situations and for a range of purpose and 

audience.  

• Opportunities will be provided for students to view high quality 

performances in a variety of media.  

Admission Policy  

At YIS, admission to the PYP is inclusive, however, the student must undertake 

the following admissions procedure. Students must undergo entrance exams in 

English, Arabic and Mathematics, followed by an interview with the student and 

his/her parents in order to assess the capability of the student. Based on this, 

the decision can then be made to see whether the student needs additional 

English language support. 

If the student doesn't meet school requirement in English or Arabic which is 

60% , he will not be accepted , but if he got the minimum requirement, he will 

be directed to easy Arabic or English remedial classes until his level of language 

is improved.  

During the remote learning, all the procedure process will be online though the 

school website. 

 

Language Assessment 

Language assessment is an essential part at YIS. Students are assessed in a 

variety of ways: both formative and summative assessments: 

• The learning and assessment of our language program is based on oral 

(listening and speaking), written (reading and writing), and visual 

communication (viewing and presenting) strands, and district 

benchmarks 

• Throughout instruction the teacher will establish a language skill level to 

create an appropriate language learning plan for the students. 
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• A range of assessment strategies and tools are used based on our 

assessment policy 

• A range of appropriate assessment methods such as portfolios, 

conferencing, writing sample analysis, writing journal, writing prompt, 

self and peer assessment are used. 

• All teachers consider language development in their planning and 

assessing and support language acquisition in their teaching. 

 

English as the Primary Language of Instruction 

English is the language of instruction with YIS. From the Kindergarten grade level 

to Grade 3, the classroom provides enriched language instruction and is sensitive 

to non-native speakers’ needs. Students will usually need more intensive, small-

group language instruction.   

With the support and expertise of YIS, the school ensures that newcomers with 

limited acquisition of English skills have access to the English language and 

curriculum. All students are given diagnostic tests in English in order to see their 

level and to assess them accordingly.  

Within the PYP, languages are taught by promoting inquiry-based learning and 

integrating speaking, reading and writing in all subjects within the Units of 

Inquiry. YIS offer remedial classes for students who struggle with the English 

language.  

Host Language Learning 

The host language, Arabic, has high importance and it is compulsory for the 

students to learn. Students learn the Arabic language as to help with their social 

integration within the school and within their community. Students are given a 

diagnostic test at the beginning of the year in order to see their level. Once 

assessed, they are placed in one of two Arabic programs at the school: 

• Arabic: This includes the mother tongue students whose Arabic language skills 

are grade level proficient  
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• Easy Arabic: This includes students who have limited Arabic language skills 

according to their grade level and also non-native speakers. If they show 

considerable improvement, they are able to join the normal Arabic classes. 

• Arabic teachers also integrate their classes with the Units of Inquiry within the 

PYP. 

French as a Third Language 

French is taught schoolwide from Grade 1 until Grade 3 as a third language in 

addition to English and Arabic.  

Mother Tongue Support 

The preservation of the mother tongue is an essential belief of YIS. If students 

have a different mother tongue language that YIS cannot cater for, parents are 

able to volunteer in order to teach that specific language at our facilities. If we 

are unable to provide that instruction, we provide information to parents on 

where certain language programs can be found. 

Supporting Language Development: 

YIS supports language development in different ways: 

• For students who need support in English language, the school offers 

remedial classes. 

• For students who struggle in Arabic language, the school provides An Easy 

Arabic program. 

• For French, students study the basic of the language 

• Students who excel at French language can participate in DELF 

examination    

Support for Gifted Students 

Students who have been identified as gifted receive differentiated instruction in 

class. Teachers use strategies that further encourage vocabulary development, 

reading and writing across the curriculum, and the exposure to various forms of 

literature and informational texts. 
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Translanguaging 

Translanguaging is a process in which students draw on known languages, 

naturally and flexibly, combining their elements to meet communicative and 

social needs. It is what your students are doing when they make connections 

between their languages or use language skills from one language to support 

another. By supporting translanguaging, teachers can help students make 

meaning, access content, and promote cognitive growth. Translanguaging 

activates prior knowledge embedded in a different language, whilst affirming 

cultural identity (Translanguaging. Cardiff: IBO. 2018) 

At YIS we are committed towards supporting students to actively participate in 

the class. Teachers consciously work towards identifying the needs for the same 

and incorporating ways to integrate translanguaging strategies into planning, 

helping students to unlock the potential of all students. Giving students 

opportunities and design learning engagements supporting students to draw on 

known languages, naturally and flexibly, combining their elements to meet 

communicative and social needs. It is what your students are doing when they 

make connections between their languages or use language skills from one 

language to support another. This will help students make meaning, access 

content, and promote cognitive growth. 
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Roles and Responsibilities: 

• Pedagogical Leadership Team (PLT) and teachers are involved in the 
development of the language policy and agree on it. 

• The language policy is revised yearly. 

• All staff ensure that the language policy is a working document and that it 
is referred to and cross-referenced with any other working documents in 
the school. 

• The staff communicate the language policy to all the school’s 
constituents and stakeholders.  

• All members of the teaching staff research resources for language 
acquisition. 

• The school librarian incorporates multilingual resources which are 
culturally and globally diverse. These resources are accessible to all 
students and staff.   

• Regular evaluations by the Pedagogical Leadership Team (PLT) ensure 
that teachers and students are using good practices that support our 
language policy. 

 

Policy Review  

This policy is a working document and as such will be reviewed by the Language 

Committee and academic staff annually.  

The following criteria will be used to measure its success:  

• Has the quality of student learning been enhanced?  

• Has the quality of teaching been improved?  

• Can we identify a range of teaching and learning styles in each classroom?  

• Are staff and students following procedures?  

• Is there clear evidence of assessment informing planning? 

• Has any part of the policy been difficult to implement, or been ignored?  

 


