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Vision

A chain of unique schools with an Islamic perspective providing various

international educational programs with a holistic and comprehensive vision

maintained through high quality standards in an interactive learning

environment, whilst upholding morals, identity and respect for different

cultures.

Mission

At Yusr International Schools, we are committed to delivering a comprehensive

international education program that enables our students to be life-long

learners through improving their knowledge, critical thinking, ethics and

communication skills. We have established a healthy school environment that

fosters values and consolidates Islamic culture and principles. Hence, we strive

to inspire identity in our students whilst developing respect and global

understanding.

Our target is to produce a generation of distinguished leaders and constructive

members of society who help to create a caring and peaceful world. We

embrace the fact that all students learn in different ways; therefore, we can,

Insha'Allah, provide our students with a variety of teaching and learning

approaches that meet their individual needs and allow them to excel

academically. Since learning is a lifelong process that requires the involvement

of all stakeholders, our students and their parents are partners in education.
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YUSR AND IB MISSION ALIGNMENT
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PYP Elements

The IB Learner Profile

Inquirers

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry

and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning, and this

love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing,

they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced

range of disciplines.

Thinkers
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and

approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than

one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and

willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled

They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for

the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own

actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to

the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are

accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view and are willing to grow

from the experience.

Caring

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.

They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the

lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought and

have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas, and strategies. They are brave

and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve

personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to

assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and

personal development.

Transdisciplinary Themes

Yusr International School Assessment Policy



Who We Are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values;

personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human

relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures;

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

Where We Are
in Place and
Time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories;

homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of

humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness

of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.

How We
Express
Ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas,

feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we

reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the

aesthetic.

How the
World Works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction

between the natural world (physical and biological) and human

societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific

principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on

society and on the environment.

How We
Organize
Ourselves

An inquiry into the inter connectedness of human-made systems and

communities; the structure and function or organizations; societal

decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind

and the environment.

Sharing the
Planet

An inquiry into the rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share

finite resources with other people and with other living things;

communities and the relationships within and between them; access

to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
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Concepts

Key
Concepts

Question Definition

Form What is it like?

The understanding that everything has a form with

recognizable features that can be observed, identified,

described and categorized.

Function How does it work?
The understanding that everything has a purpose, a

role or way of behaving that can be investigated.

Causation Why is it like this?

The understanding that things do not just happen, that

there are causal relationships at work, and that actions

have consequences.

Change
How is it

changing?

The understanding that change is the process of

movement from one state to another. It is universal

and inevitable.

Connection

How is it

connected to

other things?

The understanding that we live in a world of

interacting systems in which the actions of any

individual element affect others.

Perspective
What are the

points of view?

The understanding that knowledge is moderated by

perspectives; different perspectives lead to different

interpretations, understandings and findings;

perspectives may be individual, group, cultural or

disciplinary.

Responsibili
ty

What is our

responsibility?

The understanding that people make choices based on

their understandings, and the actions they take as a

result do make a difference.
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Approaches to Learning

Communicatio
n skills

LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, WRITING VIEWING, PRESENTING,

NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION.

Research skills

FORMULATING QUESTIONS, OBSERVING, PLANNING, COLLECTING

DATA, RECORDING DATA, ORGANIZING DATA, INTERPRETING DATA,

PRESENTING RESEARCH FINDINGS

Social skills 

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECTING OTHERS, COOPERATING,

RESOLVING CONFLICT, GROUP DECISION-MAKING, ADOPTING A

VARIETY OF GROUP ROLES

Self-managem
ent skills

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS, FINE MOTOR SKILLS, SPATIAL AWARENESS,

ORGANIZATION, TIME MANAGEMENT, SAFETY, HEALTHY LIFESTYLE,

CODES OF BEHAVIOR, INFORMED CHOICES

Thinking skills

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE, COMPREHENSION, APPLICATION,

ANALYSIS, SYNTHESIS, EVALUATION, DIALECTICAL THOUGHT,

METACOGNITION
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YIS’s Assessment Philosophy
Assessment is integral to the teaching and learning process at Yusr
International School. We believe that using various methods of assessment
enables us to strengthen our holistic and comprehensive teaching and learning
process through gathering and analyzing information and data about students’
performance. Therefore, this allows us to evaluate what students know,
understand, act and feel throughout the learning process.

As a result, we will be able to modify, differentiate and improve our plans in
order to meet the expectations of the programme of inquiry (POI). This is a
continuous process that involves all teachers, students and parents and enables
them to reflect on students’ performance in order to recognize the strengths
and areas for improvement.

A variety of assessment strategies and tools will be used to help students to
succeed in all areas throughout the PYP as lifelong learners.

Assessment has four dimensions: monitoring, documenting, measuring and
reporting on learning. Each of these aspects has its own function, but all aim to
provide evidence to inform learning and teaching. Although the four
dimensions of assessment are not weighted the same, each dimension has its
own importance and value.
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Why do we assess?
At YIS, effective assessment plays a crucial part in the teaching and learning
process. It provides information about student performance, framework for
planning, self-reflection, and collaboration. Moreover, it helps to:

● Collect data that drives instruction
● Make effective use of assessment data in order to identify and modify

plans
● To identify the strengths and weaknesses of our students in order to

individualize instruction
● Tracking student progression in all subjects over a period of time
● To use the assessment data to encourage students to meet the IB

learner profile
● To improve learning and teaching practices through inquiry
● To inform parents of students’ performance in subject knowledge,

skills and attitude
● encourage students’ agency

This effective assessment policy enables students to:
● Set achievable goals and expectations
● Exhibiting their learning and understanding to express their points of

views
● Understand their own needs through their prior knowledge to

improve and guide the inquiry process
● Enables them to use their own learning strategies to build confidence

in their own work and themselves
● To provide students with timely feedback and opportunity for

reflection to characterize strengths and components of the subject’s
area

Effective assessment enables teachers to:
● Understand feedback from students to identify students’ needs in order

to build instructional based inquiry plans
● Define expectations for students and identify students’ learning styles
● Gather data to report to students, parents and the school
● Enables the teacher to be aware of learning style, linguistic and cultural

differences
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Effective assessment enables parents to:
● To track student progress and growth through evidence of learning

and development
● Providing support outside of school
● parent-teacher collaboration on how to develop student learning.
● Parent-student working together

Assessment Components
Assessing: how we discover what students have learned
Recording: how we make notes of our findings about what students have
learned
Reporting: how we pass that information on to parents, administration and
other parties directly involved in students’ learning.

Assessment Practices
Pre-Assessment

When each Unit of Inquiry activates, educators will evaluate the student’s prior
subject awareness and understanding before applying new learning
experiences. This is achieved through the use of K-W-L charts, diagnostic tests,
subject reviews, reflection, checklists, surveys, and goal setting. A learning style
questionnaire is also completed at the beginning of the year in order identify
the students learning style and multiple intelligence.

Formative Assessment

Continuous and consistent assessment is applied throughout the daily learning
process to assess students’ skills, knowledge and attitudes. This enables
teachers and students to improve instruction and planning for the next stage
for teaching and learning. Therefore, he following types of assessments are
used:
● Portfolio checks
● Oral Questioning
● Observations
● Web or concept maps
● Exit cards
● Student discussions
● Student reflection
● Classroom participation
● Self-assessment
● Peer to peer assessment
●
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Observation Performance Process
Focused

Open-Ende
d Task

Selected

- Individual
behavior
- Creative
Writing
- Study &
listening skills
- Elements of
PYP exhibited
in class
- Student’s
action and
activities
-Presentation

- Role Play
- Presentation
-
Demonstration
of
understanding
- Response
Challenge
- Art
Illustration
- Research
Work
- Reading skills

- Research
done
- Gathering
Evidences
- Learning
logs from
viewing and
presenting
- Project
Work
- Checklist &
Descriptors
- Reflection
done

- Respond
to stimulus
in such a
form like
writing,
talking,
drawing,
skills,
journal,
poems,
songs

- Response to
single- and
one-dimensio
nal exercise in
the form of
quiz,
performance,
oral
presentation
and spelling

Summative Assessment

Summative assessment occurs at the end of each teaching and learning cycle.
This assessment is pre-planned and found in the unit planner to evaluate
students' understanding, abilities and feelings about the central idea and
concepts of each unit. The PYP Exhibition is the final summative assessment for
all fifth graders. Each grade is assessed in alignment with the standards
outlined by the PYP scope and sequence documents and those of the Common
Core State Standard (CCSS) and Next Generation State Standards (NGSS).
Besides, summative assessments inform the overall understanding and
achievements of the set objectives and are designed to provide learners with
the opportunity to demonstrate their deep understanding of the five elements
of the written curriculum embedded in the central idea of each
transdisciplinary theme.
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The Exhibition

Students in the final year of the PYP carry out an extended, collaborative
inquiry research– the PYP Exhibition. At YIS, this takes place towards the end of
the school year. The purposes of the PYP Exhibition:
● To provide a forum for student driven reporting.
● For students to engage and report on an in-depth, collaborative inquiry
● To provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate independence

and responsibility for their learning
● To provide students with an opportunity to explore multiple perspectives

of their topics
● For students to synthesize and apply their learning of previous years, and

to reflect on their journey through the PYP
● To provide an authentic process of assessing student understanding
● To demonstrate how students can take action as a result of their learning
● To unite the students, teachers, parents and other members of the

school community in a collaborative experience that incorporates the
essential elements of the PYP

● To celebrate the transition of learners from PYP to MYP education

MoE assessment requirements:
● Grades 1-5: A dedicated 2 weeks of quiz cycle allocated in the middle of

each trimester for all subjects including identity courses (Arabic, Islamic,
Quran, History and Geography of KSA).

● Grades 3-5 graders will take final exams at the end of each trimester. The
three trimesters weight Term 1 = 30%; Term 2 = 30% Term 3= 40%.
Therefore, the final mark will be [Sum of 3 trimesters]/3.

As a school, we strongly believe that assessment overall is most operational
when it is incorporated into and produced from the continuous learning
experiences that take place inside the students learning environment.
Peer-assessment: It is uniquely designed to give learners the opportunity to
assess peers’ understanding and progress. Peer-assessment should serve as a
catalyst for improvement.
Self-assessment: It allows students to reflect on their learning.
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Tools of Assessment

Student portfolios are a major assessment tool at YIS as it provides a
comprehensive view about students’ progress and growth. Every student in the
PYP should keep his/her own portfolio which includes students’ work,
reflections, work from units of inquiry, learner profile and attitudes
development and materials to show the students understanding and growth.
As a result, the student portfolio provides data to parents, teachers and
students for parent/teacher conferences, student-led conferences and teacher
data collection.

Regular records based on teachers’ observations of the students. These are
brief and systematically compiled.

Checklists is a list of information, data, attributes that should be present in
student work.

Rubrics are used to score and rate students' work, tests, portfolio and
performance through a specific criterion.

Pen & Paper (see Summative Assessment).

Yusr International School Assessment Policy



Recording Assessment Data
All class teachers within the Primary Years Programme have a recording system.
Most of the obtainable assessment data on students will be documented in this
system. In addition to this assessment data is also accessible in other places
such as the Student Portfolios or on the students’ actual work; i.e. within their
activity books and worksheets. We also use grade appropriate rubrics and
checklists when observing project and classwork.
Assessment protocols should be used to originate meaning from the
information generated through the different assessment strategies that we
apply within the school. This helps us to determine how well a student is
performing and can also support the school in determining the development a
student has demonstrated over a period of time, in addition to determining
areas of improvement.

Reporting Student Achievement
At Yusr, we report our student’s achievements through:

● Parent and Teacher conferences; which take place twice a year (one
every semester) to discuss how well each student is developing, to
highlight any concerns that both parties may have in regards to the
students learning or behavior and to share the student’s achievements.

● Student Led Conference: Students have the chance to present samples
of their work through group presentations or by individually going
through their portfolios with their parents.

● Parent Meetings; In addition to the parent and teacher conferences, if a
parent or teacher needs to have more discussions about student’s
performance or behavior, additional meetings will be conducted.

● Progress Reports; the reports highlight the learning outcomes and skills
each student has demonstrated during the semester. The Progress
Reports are shared with the students’ parents after each
Transdisciplinary Theme. Teachers’ comments and all essential elements
of PYP are also included.

● Report Cards; They are given 3 times a year at the end of each trimester.
These reports meet the MoE requirements.

Yusr International School Assessment Policy



Grading System
Grade Symbols Grade Meaning Grade percentage Range

A + Excellent 97-100
A 93-96
A - 90-92
B + Very Good 87-89
B 83-86
B - 80-82
C + Average 77-79
C 73-76
C - 70-72
D + Average Below 67-69
D 63-66
D - 60-62
F Fail Below 60

Standardized Testing
As well as our scheduled quizzes, we also administer standardized tests
(Measure of Academic Progress _ MAP this is a standardized test which is
testing students in English, Mathematics and Science)
The assessments are aligned with the standards outlined in the CCSS and are
skills based. The assessment data is used to check student’s levels and
progress. In addition, the standardized tests are able to give a glimpse of how
our students are performing globally.
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